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European countries. Growing demand for healthy foods and plant-based proteins as well as
ethnic foods creates opportunities for new suppliers on these niche markets. To successfully
enter the European market for pulses, your pigeon peas should be of high quality and must
fulfil stringent food safety requirements.
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1. What requirements must pigeon peas comply with to be
allowed on the European market?
Whenever food products are placed on the European market, they must fulfil general food safety and quality
requirements. This also applies to pigeon peas. For a detailed overview, you can check CBI’s summary of the
requirements that suppliers of grains, pulses and oilseeds must comply with before putting products on the
European market.

The European Commission has set up a search engine that gives small businesses detailed information about
product rules and import requirements, My Trade Assistant. It can be searched by EU country and on a product-
by-product basis. To check the requirements for pigeon peas, use the Harmonized System (HS) code 0713.60
for dried pigeon peas.

Food safety and product quality are the most important aspects under EU Food Law. Some buyers will also
require you to address issues of Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR).

What are mandatory requirements?
Food safety: limited presence of pesticides and contaminants

Consumer safety is the most important aspect when selling a product on the European market. If a product fails
to comply with food safety standards, European authorities can impose stricter controls or even ban imports
from your country. The responsibility for compliance with European rules lies in the country of origin of an
imported food product. Controls take place at European borders and on the market.

To meet the safety standards, you must apply the principles of the Hazard Analysis Critical Control Point
(HACCP) system. Moreover, EU food safety standards require you to ensure traceability of your product
throughout the supply chain. Important food safety requirements include limited or no pesticide residues,
limited or no presence of contaminants such as metals or stones, and no microbes such as salmonella or E. coli.

Contamination with heavy metals is another concern in pigeon peas and other pulses. The European
Commission has laid down maximum levels for cadmium and lead (see Table 1, pigeon peas fall under pulses).

https://www.cbi.eu/market-information/grains-pulses-oilseeds/buyer-requirements
https://trade.ec.europa.eu/access-to-markets/en/home
https://www.fao.org/3/y1579e/y1579e03.htm#bm3
https://www.fao.org/3/y1579e/y1579e03.htm#bm3
https://ec.europa.eu/food/horizontal-topics/general-food-law/food-law-general-requirements_en
https://ec.europa.eu/food/plants/pesticides_en
https://ec.europa.eu/food/safety/chemical-safety/contaminants_en
https://ec.europa.eu/food/safety/biological-safety/food-hygiene/microbiological-criteria_en


Table 1: Maximum allowed levels of heavy metals in pigeon peas

Relevant foodstuff categories Maximum levels
(mg/kg wet weight)

 

 Lead Cadmium

Cereals and pulses 0.20  

Pulses and protein from pulses:
Pulses, except protein from pulses
Protein from pulses

  
0.040
0.10

Source: European Regulation (EC) No 1881/2006 setting maximum levels for certain contaminants in foodstuffs

Cases of contamination in products that have been placed on the European market are reported in the EU Rapid
Alert System for Food and Feed (RASFF).

Tips:
Familiarise yourself with the EU food safety policy. Refer to the EU Pesticides Database to learn about
the maximum residue levels (MRLs) for pesticides (pigeon peas have no dedicated codes; use codes
0260990 for fresh legumes and 0300990 for dried pulses) and aflatoxins.

Consider laboratory checks of your product to ensure that it is free of invisible contaminants or that
residue levels fall within European requirements. Use appropriate equipment to remove larger
impurities from your product, like stones.

Use HS code 0713.60 for dried pigeon peas to check the ePing service platform for information on
country-specific trade measures.

Find advice and resources on reducing the use of hazardous pesticides on the website of the
Integrated Pest Management (IPM) Coalition.

Labelling of allergens

If you are delivering packaged pigeon peas directly to wholesalers or retailers in Europe, your product should
follow the Codex General Standard (PDF) for the Labelling of Pre-packaged Foods or Regulation (EU) No.
1169/2011 on the provision of food information to consumers in Europe.

If the presence of allergens cannot be ruled out, the labelling of your product must clearly inform consumers
about potentially present allergens. The allergen information should be highlighted on the ingredient list, for
example by using a different font, letter size or background colour.

Figure 1: Example of pigeon pea product labelling highlighting potential allergens

Source: Profundo

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A02006R1881-20220701
https://ec.europa.eu/food/safety/rasff_en
https://ec.europa.eu/food/safety/rasff_en
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/summary/chapter/30.html?expand=3010#arrow_3010
https://ec.europa.eu/food/plant/pesticides/eu-pesticides-database/products/?event=search.pr
https://ec.europa.eu/food/plants/pesticides/eu-pesticides-database_en
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:02006R1881-20140701
https://epingalert.org/en/Search/TradeConcerns
https://ipm-coalition.org/
https://www.fao.org/fao-who-codexalimentarius/sh-proxy/es/?lnk=1&url=https%253A%252F%252Fworkspace.fao.org%252Fsites%252Fcodex%252FStandards%252FCXS%2B1-1985%252FCXS_001e.pdf
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/HTML/?uri=CELEX:32011R1169&from=EN
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/HTML/?uri=CELEX:32011R1169&from=EN
http://www.profundo.nl


Tips:
Check the EU guidance on allergens. It helps businesses with the application of EU Regulation No
1169/2011 on food product labelling in Europe.

Read the CBI buyer requirements for grains, pulses and oilseeds for additional information about
product labelling.

Packaging

Pigeon peas are commonly transported in 25 kg or 50 kg polypropylene (PP) bags. Two EU packaging
regulations are relevant for pigeon pea exports to Europe: Regulation (EC) No 1935/2004 states that packaging
materials should not release harmful levels of their components into foods. Moreover, they should not change
the taste, smell or composition of food. Exporters using plastic materials like polypropylene must follow
Regulation (EU) No 10/2011 on plastic materials intended to come into contact with food.

Tips:
Ask your European buyers about their packaging needs and give details about the options you can
offer. Poor packaging impacts product quality and can be a reason for buyers to choose a different
supplier.

Consider laboratory checks of your products to ensure compliance with EU food packaging
regulations.

Watch the webinar by Eurofins for helpful information about packaging requirements.

What additional requirements and certifications do buyers ask for?
Quality standards

There are no specific European food quality standards for dried pulses like pigeon peas. In general, food imports
into Europe must be:

Safe and suitable for human consumption;
Free from abnormal flavours and odours;
Free from dirt in amounts that may be harmful to human health (for example, your product should be free of
dead insects or plant residues);
Free from sand, living insects, mites or other impurities.

To ensure high quality of your pigeon peas, proper storage is crucial. Particular attention needs to be paid to the
moisture level of the grains. Table 2 provides an indication of high, medium and low grades of pigeon pea
qualities.

Table 2: Indicative specifications of pigeon peas

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:52017XC1213(01)
https://www.cbi.eu/market-information/grains-pulses-oilseeds/buyer-requirements
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A02004R1935-20210327
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A02011R0010-20200923
https://www.eurofinsus.com/food-testing/resources/product-packaging-considerations-and-what-to-do-when-things-go-wrong/


Parameters Maximum
limits

  Test method

Foreign matter Grade 1 Grade 2 Grade 3 ISO 605

Foreign matter 0.5% 1% 2%  

Inorganic matter 0.1% 0.5% 0.7%  

Broken/split grains 2% 3% 4%  

Pest-damaged grains 2% 3% 6%  

Rotten/diseased grains 0.5% 0.5% 1%  

Discoloured grains 1% 1% 3%  

Immature/shrivelled grains 1% 2% 3%  

Total defective grains 3% 5% 8%  

Moisture content  13%  ISO 24557

Total aflatoxin  10 ppb  ISO 16050

Aflatoxin B1 only  5 ppb  ISO 16050

Note: European Regulation No 1881/2006 regulates the presence of aflatoxins in products for the European
market; ppb=parts per billion.
Source: East African Standard – Pigeon Peas (PDF)

Tips:
Consult the Pigeon Pea Extension Manual (PDF) published as part of the Kenya Cereals Enhancement
Programme. It provides detailed information about post-harvest management, marketing and
packaging of pigeon peas.

Discuss their quality requirements with your existing or potential buyers and make sure to always
comply with them. Failure to meet quality requirements can be a reason to lose buyers.

Quality certifications

Retailers and food processors in Europe often expect extra food safety guarantees from their suppliers.
Voluntary certification schemes are a commonly used means to ensure that products meet quality standards.

https://law.resource.org/pub/eac/ibr/eas.756.2011.pdf
https://www.kalro.org/files/kcep/Pigeon-pea-18.6.21.pdf


Traders, processors and retailers often require their foreign suppliers to have a food safety management system
in place that is in line with the principles of Hazard Analysis and Critical Control Points (HACCP). Such a system
identifies, evaluates and controls hazards to food safety.

Food management and certification programmes recognised by the Global Food Safety Initiative (GFSI) are
widely accepted on the European market. Relevant standards include BRCGS Global Food Safety Standard, FSSC
22000, GLOBALG.A.P. and International Featured Standard (IFS).

Tips:
Consult with your buyers when choosing a certification standard for your product.

Read about the advantages of quality certification schemes in the CBI tips for organising your export
and CBI buyer requirements for grains, pulses and oilseeds.

Social and environmental sustainability

In addition to food safety requirements, social and environmental sustainability criteria play an increasingly
important role in successfully entering the European market. Buyers may require you to provide documentation
of appropriate standards and to follow a code of conduct. Such requirements do not depend on the size of your
operations. Moreover, supply chain due diligence is increasingly becoming a mandatory part of European
business practice. It also leads to stricter codes of conduct for suppliers.

In 2019, the EU launched the EU Green Deal (EGD) as a first step to meet its climate goals for 2050. As EGD
policies get implemented, environmental and sustainability standards are expected to become stricter in the
coming years. In the context of the EGD, the EU also adopted a proposal for a Directive on Corporate
Sustainability Due Diligence. This legislation will make social compliance an obligation for many companies. It
currently applies to large companies and their global supply chains, but small and medium-sized enterprises
may be included as well in years to come.

Obtaining certification under a widely accepted voluntary scheme can support you in meeting buyer
expectations. Some recognised standards and codes of conduct are:

Business Social Compliance Initiative (amfori BSCI)
Ethical Trading Initiative (ETI)
GLOBALG.A.P. Risk Assessment on Social Practice (GRASP)
Rainforest Alliance
SAI Platform - Farm Sustainability Assessment (FSA)
Sedex Members Ethical Trade Audit (SMETA)

Tips:
Visit the ITC Standards Map database to learn about a large number of standards for environmental
and social protection, economic development, quality and food safety and business ethics.

Compare your business principles on labour against the principles included in the amfori BSCI code of
conduct (PDF) to identify points that may require improvement.

Inform yourself about the possible impacts of the EU Green Deal on imports from non-European
countries by reading CBI’s publication EU Green Deal: how will it impact my business?

https://mygfsi.com/?msclkid=a541a99acf7911ec9d40731864755211
https://www.brcgs.com/our-standards/food-safety/
https://www.fssc22000.com/?msclkid=717fa69ccf7911ec9bc923e864fc672a
https://www.fssc22000.com/?msclkid=717fa69ccf7911ec9bc923e864fc672a
https://www.globalgap.org/uk_en/
https://www.ifs-certification.com/index.php/en/
https://www.cbi.eu/market-information/grains-pulses-oilseeds/tips-organise-your-export
https://www.cbi.eu/market-information/grains-pulses-oilseeds/buyer-requirements
https://ec.europa.eu/info/strategy/priorities-2019-2024/european-green-deal_en
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_22_1145
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_22_1145
https://www.amfori.org/content/amfori-bsci
https://www.ethicaltrade.org/
https://www.globalgap.org/uk_en/for-producers/globalg.a.p.-add-on/grasp/what-is-GRASP/
https://www.rainforest-alliance.org/
https://saiplatform.org/fsa/
https://www.sedex.com/our-services/smeta-audit/
https://www.standardsmap.org/
https://www.amfori.org/sites/default/files/Amfori%20BSCI-CoC%20Poster-ENG.pdf
https://www.amfori.org/sites/default/files/Amfori%20BSCI-CoC%20Poster-ENG.pdf
https://www.cbi.eu/market-information/eu-green-deal-how-will-it-impact-my-business


What are the requirements for niche markets?
Fairtrade

Schemes like Fairtrade International and Fair for Life define fair trade production practices. They are gaining
popularity in Europe, but remain niche markets focussed on socially conscious consumers. Fairtrade
International has standards for small producer organisations for vegetables. The organisation handles minimum
prices for certified pulses, at US$430/tonne for conventional pulses and US$540/tonne for organic. There is an
added premium of US$65 and US$80, respectively.

Certification for ethnic consumption

Ethnic food channels are the key sales points for pigeon peas in Europe. Halal or kosher certifications can play
an important role in increasing the market reach of your product.

Organic certification

Europe is a leading market for organic food products and continues to show strong growth. To place organic
products on the European market, you have to comply with organic production methods in European legislation.
Under Regulation (EU) No 2018/848, producers in third countries who want to supply the European market have
to follow the same rules as those producing in the European Union. In January 2022, stricter inspection of
organic products came into force to prevent fraud.

To sell organic pigeon peas in Europe, an approved certifying agency must verify that you meet European
requirements. Keep in mind that getting a license to supply organic certified products to Europe takes time and
costs money.

Tips:
Read CBI buyer requirements for grains, pulses and oilseeds to learn more about the requirements for
the organic market in the EU.

Find a list of control bodies and authorities operating in third countries on the website of the European
Union.

Approach specialised buyers of organic produce serving the European market if you are a producer of
organic pigeon peas. Two such buyers are Vehgro and Tradin Organic.

Figure 2: Fresh green pigeon peas

Source: Pixabay, Estefane Santana

2. Through what channels can you get pigeon peas on the
European market?
How is the end market segmented?
The small European end market for pigeon peas is dominated by dried grains for food use. Within the food
sector, the key sales channels are stores catering to ethnic communities and food service focussing on Indian
cuisine. Most sales are in the UK, which is the key market for pigeon peas in Europe.

https://www.fairtrade.net/
https://www.fairforlife.org/pmws/indexDOM.php?client_id=fairforlife&page_id=home
https://www.fairtrade.net/standard/spo-vegetables
http://hfce.eu/
https://oukosher.org/
https://ec.europa.eu/info/food-farming-fisheries/farming/organic-farming/legislation_en
http://data.europa.eu/eli/reg/2018/848/oj
https://www.cbi.eu/market-information/grains-pulses-oilseeds/buyer-requirements
https://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/ofis_public/rCBE/ctrl_rcbe.cfm?targetUrl=home&lang=en
https://www.vehgroshop.com/
https://www.tradinorganic.com/organic-products/groups/organic-sesame-products/
https://pixabay.com/photos/pigeon-peas-pigeon-peas-green-3874445/


Figure 3: Market segmentation for pigeon peas in Europe

Source: Profundo

Presentation: Dried pigeon peas are dominant

Dried grains dominate in the still small market for pigeon peas in Europe. Brands include TRS, Unidex and
Western Impex. While pre-cooked pulses are seeing rapid growth as convenient products, in Europe pigeon peas
in cans or jars are less common than other pulses. Similarly, pigeon peas as an ingredient for ready-made meals
are a niche, and most relevant in the UK with its important Indian food segment.

Retail channels: Ethnic stores dominate

Because of the consumption of pigeon peas especially in South Asian and African cuisines, independent ethnic
stores are the main retail channel in Europe. Sales in mainstream supermarkets can be found in the UK but are
otherwise not yet widely spread in European countries. There is growth potential in supermarkets though, in line
with a movement towards healthier diets. This is especially relevant for organic or health food stores. The use of
pigeon peas in ethnic cuisines also means that food service is a relevant channel for their sale, for example in
the preparation of Indian meals.

Target group: Ethnic communities and health-oriented consumers

The core group that accounts for the consumption of pigeon peas in Europe are ethnic communities from Asia,
Africa and Latin America. Sales to consumers that are health-oriented and focus on plant-based nutrition have
potential for growth but are not yet mainstream markets for pigeon peas. Sales in these segments may benefit
from targeted information about the nutritional benefits and versatility of these pulses.

Tips:
Adapt your product to the suitable segment. When supplying conventional pigeon peas that are
currently mostly sold in ethnic stores, you must be price-competitive and fulfil requirements in size
and appearance. In the health segment, offering organic peas has the most potential.

Learn about product requirements of large manufacturers. The Supplier Guiding Principles by Kraft
Heinz are a good example and are available in many languages.

Through what channels does a product land on the end market?
There are different ways to reach the European market. Your path may go via middlemen, like traders or
brokers, or directly to companies that process, package or market pigeon peas in Europe (Figure 4). Brokers and
traders can play a role in opening the market for a little-known product like pigeon peas. They have experience
with market conditions and prices, and can help you arrange the logistics of the trade. At present the market is
mostly limited to ethnic foods. This may change as consumers choose healthier and more plant-based diets.
Currently, organic-certified pigeon peas are rarely offered on the market.

Figure 4: Simplified overview of key European market channels for dried pigeon peas

Source: Profundo

http://www.profundo.nl
https://trs.co.uk/
https://www.unidexholland.com/en/search/pigeon%20peas
https://westernimpex.co.uk/services/pulses/
https://www.marketdataforecast.com/market-reports/europe-pigeon-peas-market
https://www.kraftheinzcompany.com/ethics_and_compliance/supplier-guiding-principles.html
https://www.kraftheinzcompany.com/ethics_and_compliance/supplier-guiding-principles.html
https://www.cosmoveda.de/shop/de/BIO-Toor-Dal-1kg
http://www.profundo.nl


Importers and wholesalers

The small market for pigeon peas in Europe is also reflected in how the trade is organised. The division between
importers, food manufacturers and packers, wholesalers and retailers, and food service companies at the end of
the chain is less clear-cut than for other agricultural products. Some of the larger traders of pulses also list
pigeon peas as part of their offer, like AGT Poortman and ETG World from the Netherlands or Casibeans from
Belgium. ETG trades and processes various pulses and is present in all key production countries including India.
It also procures around 70% of the African pulse production. In Africa and Asia, most pulses are sourced directly
from farmers.

Packers of branded products often import pulses themselves and package them into retail-sized packs. Most of
these companies cater to the ethnic food market, especially Indian food stores and food service companies (see
Table 4). Such integrated traders include Gunarajan Handelsagentur from Germany and Natco from the UK. TRS
from the UK is one of the largest suppliers of ethnic foods in Europe.

Table 3: Pigeon pea importers and wholesalers in Europe – examples

Company name Country Comment

Agrifood Trade the Netherlands  

AGT Poortman UK/the Netherlands  

Casibeans Belgium  

CFT Berlin Germany Own brand and third
party

ETG World the Netherlands Raw and processed

Gunarajan Handelsagentur Germany Own brand

Ivyfoods UK  

Natco UK Own brand

NRG Imports the Netherlands/Europe Own brand and third
party

TRS UK/Europe Own brand

Unidex the Netherlands Own brand

Pride Asia Food UK Own brand and third
party

Western Impex UK  

https://www.poortman.com/?page_id=17#Dahl
https://etgworld.com/etg-psn.html
https://www.casibeans.com/products/peas/
http://www.gunarajan.de/
https://shop.natcofoods.com/search?q=toor+dal&options%5Bprefix%5D=last
https://trs.co.uk/
http://agrifoodtrade.com/about-us/
https://www.poortman.com/?page_id=17#Dahl
https://www.casibeans.com/products/peas/
https://www.cft-berlin.de/en/collections/kichererbsen
https://etgworld.com/etg-psn.html
http://www.gunarajan.de/
https://www.ivyfoods.co.uk/index.php
https://shop.natcofoods.com/search?q=toor+dal&options%5Bprefix%5D=last
https://nrgimports.nl/about-us/#pagetitle
https://trs.co.uk/
https://www.unidexholland.com/en/search/pigeon%20peas
https://veenas.com/
https://westernimpex.co.uk/services/pulses/


Food manufacturers

Besides importers and wholesalers of pulses that also market their own brands, relevant food manufacturers in
Europe include canning companies, packers, processors and brand product companies. Pigeon peas are not yet
a mainstream pulse that is commonly used in food products in Europe. However, this may change in line with
the increase in plant-based diets that goes along with growing demand for alternatives to animal proteins.
Companies that use pigeon peas as an ingredient will mostly buy from specialised importers.

Processors of organic pulses may be an interesting target group for a less traditional pulse like pigeon peas. Pre-
cooked organic pulses are sold by companies like La Bio Idea from the Netherlands or Rapunzel from Germany.

Retail channel

Dried pigeon peas are sold in retail packages commonly weighing 0.5-1.5 kg. In most of Europe, sales of pigeon
peas are through ethnic stores and outlets. Online retailers, like Quality Foods Online or Ekirana, sell different
varieties of branded pigeon pea products, either in their own country or throughout Europe. In the UK,
mainstream supermarkets like Waitrose or Tesco sometimes also offer dried and frozen pigeon peas.

Tips:
Ensure that you offer high-quality products at a competitive price to compete with other suppliers to
the small European market. With the current high costs of logistics and transport, efficiency and short
routes to collection and processing are important factors.

Find market information and details on producers and buyers on online sourcing platforms. One such
platform is Selina Wamucii with a focus on Africa, providing information on market and price
developments for agricultural cooperatives, farmer groups, exporters and processors. Tridge is
another platform.

Visit the German Import Promotion Desk (IDP) website if you are based in Ethiopia, India, Egypt, Sri
Lanka, Colombia, Ivory Coast, Peru or Ecuador. IDP may be able to provide support. It helps suppliers
from its partner countries get in touch with European importers.

Figure 5: Example of a retail pack of pigeon peas

Source: Profundo

What is the most interesting channel for you?

Pigeon peas are not yet a mainstream product in Europe. Most of the pigeon peas sold on the European market
are imported by companies that supply the ethnic food market. This applies specifically for the sizable Indian
community in the UK, as well as African communities in several European countries. Imports from India are
frequently part of mixed shipments together with other pulses and spices for specialty ethnic markets in Europe.

Since specialised ethnic food retailers dominate the market and often import themselves, you can best connect
to such specialised importers. Larger traders with a varied offer of pulses and links to other European markets
are found in the Netherlands and Belgium. In the future, innovative food brands that are interested in
developing the market for pigeon peas may also create demand from other parts of the market.

https://www.labioidea.nl/
https://www.rapunzel.de/
https://www.qualityfoodsonline.com/collections/toor-dal
https://www.ekirana.nl/heera-toor-dal-pigeon-pea-plain.html
https://www.waitrose.com/ecom/products/natco-toor-dal/715872-101718-101719
https://www.tesco.com/groceries/en-GB/products/275968073
https://www.selinawamucii.com/
https://www.tridge.com/
https://www.importpromotiondesk.com/exporters/
http://www.profundo.nl


To find a place on the market, consistent quality and sufficient volumes are important. If the available
processing and cleaning technology in your country is not yet up to European standards, it is recommended to
find a larger importer with their own cleaning facilities.

Tip:
Check the tips for finding buyers on the European grain, pulses and oilseeds market for more ideas.

3. What competition do you face on the European market for
pigeon peas?
According to FAO figures, global production of pigeon peas reached around 5 million tonnes in 2020. However, it
seems that some smaller producers, like Peru, are not considered in these figures. The global production of
pigeon peas is strongly dominated by India. In 2020, India accounted for around 78% of global reported
production (Figure 6). Malawi (8%) and Myanmar (7%) followed in second and third place. Other East African
countries like Tanzania and Kenya also contribute to production, along with small volumes in the Caribbean and
Latin America. These other producers all had shares below 3%.

Which countries are you competing with?
Pigeon peas on the European market are only sourced from developing countries. Although Malawi has been the
top supplier for several years now (Figure 7), export volumes show strong fluctuations owing to factors like an
unorganised sector (especially in East Africa), changing prices and the impact of pests and pathogens such as
fusarium wilt disease.

Pigeon pea imports to Europe peaked in 2020 during the height of the COVID-19 pandemic but slowed down
again in 2021. This was the same for many food crops and notably for dried pulses with long shelf life. The
‘other’ origins include a varied selection of producers as well as countries that re-export pigeon peas from other
origins.

Malawi: large producer focusses on export markets

Malawi is the second-largest producer of pigeon peas globally, reaching around 424,000 tonnes in 2020. The
production is dominated by smallholders who intercrop with maize, sorghum and other crops. The country’s
output has increased significantly in the last 20 years. This growth is mainly driven by the introduction of wilt-
resistant varieties.

Despite its high nutritional value, only 10% of Malawi’s pigeon pea production is consumed domestically. It is
still seen as a food to be eaten only when nothing else is available. In light of the negative impact of the
COVID-19 pandemic, climate change and rapidly increasing costs for agricultural inputs, the Nandolo Farmers’
Association (NFA) in cooperation with Christian Aid want to encourage higher domestic consumption instead of
exports to volatile markets. The farmers’ association has criticised the lack of structured markets for pigeon
peas as contributing to the decreasing production of this pulse in the country.

In recent years, Malawi was the top supplier to the UK as the largest European market for pigeon peas.
However, these volumes only account for a small share of Malawi’s overall exports of pigeon peas. Most exports
are destined for India as well as neighbouring countries and sometimes the Caribbean. Malawi’s

https://www.cbi.eu/market-information/grains-pulses-oilseeds/finding-buyers
https://www.fao.org/faostat/en/#data/QCL
https://www.icrisat.org/climate-smart-pigeonpea-sparks-phenomenal-expansion-across-malawi/
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2022/jul/19/cookbook-puts-pigeon-pea-on-malawi-plates-to-combat-food-insecurity
https://malawi24.com/2021/12/01/pigeon-peas-farmers-complain-over-lack-of-structured-markets/


competitiveness is limited by high freight costs due to the land-locked position of the country and low pigeon
pea grain quality compared to countries like Tanzania and Kenya.

India: largest producer and importer of pigeon peas with volatile demand

India is by far the largest producer and consumer of pigeon peas globally. Pigeon peas, or toor dal in Hindi, are
among the most popular pulses in India and form the basis for various dishes.

Production reached 3.9 million tonnes or 78% of world production in 2020. While 2019 saw a dip to 3.3 million
tonnes in Indian production, bumper crops in 2017 and 2018 resulted in 4.9 and 4.3 million tonnes, respectively.
To meet domestic demand, imports of pigeon peas, mostly from African countries and Myanmar, reached
650,000 tonnes in 2017. These declined by around 20% in the following years due to massive surpluses from a
large domestic harvest. As a reaction, the Indian government imposed temporary import restrictions on pigeon
peas, especially affecting East African suppliers that rely on the Indian market.

Indian exports are very small compared to production and imports. Exports fluctuated between 9,000 and
15,000 tonnes in the last five years. On the small European market, India is nonetheless an important supplier.
It is unclear whether Indian exports are sourced from Indian production or imported pigeon peas. Pigeon pea
exports to Europe are almost entirely destined for the UK. These exports reached around 800 tonnes in the last
two years (Figure 7). The role of India as a supplier of pigeon peas to this market is mostly linked to the large
ethnic community from South Asia, particularly India.

Tanzania: suffering from Indian market loss, potential is seen in local and regional
markets

Tanzania is among the top-5 producers of pigeon peas worldwide, but due to India’s dominance still only
accounted for a share of around 3% in 2020. High-yielding varieties resistant to wilt were introduced several
years ago, replacing the traditional pigeon pea variety (Babati white). The new varieties are also cultivated by
small and marginal farmers with the main goal of selling to export markets.

Since 2018, Tanzania experienced a drop in the production of pigeon peas, followed by a slight increase in
2020. The import restrictions imposed by India in 2017 had a significant effect on pigeon pea exports from
Tanzania and on hundreds of thousands of farmers. India is the country’s main export market but limited its
purchases after a bumper crop. Due to the sudden market loss, more than 70,000 tonnes of pigeon peas were
not harvested in 2017/2018 and went to waste on the fields. Tanzanian production declined the following years
as farmers feared a further price drop. India lifted the import restrictions in April 2022 up until March 2023.

The government of Tanzania started a campaign in 2022 to promote the health benefits of pigeon peas,
especially for schoolchildren, aiming to increase domestic consumption. Increased local consumption would
reduce risks from sudden loss of markets, like what happened with India. At the same time, initiatives are being
taken to develop the market in other African countries.

Myanmar: important supplier to key consumer markets

Production of pigeon peas in Myanmar fluctuated greatly in recent years. In 2020, Myanmar was the fourth-
largest producer with a total of around 340,000 tonnes. The country exports a large share of its production,
mainly destined for India. India’s imports from Myanmar fluctuate strongly, depending on its own harvest. In
recent years, Indian imports from Myanmar fluctuated between less than 50% and more than 95%. In years
when India lowers its imports, like during the import restrictions imposed in 2017, Trinidad and Tobago
increases in importance as a recipient. Europe is only a tiny customer of Myanmar’s overall exports.

Kenya: heavily fluctuating exports, aims to increase production

Kenya is among the top pigeon pea producers in East Africa. According to 2021 figures, the country produced
around 275,000 tonnes, considerably more than the 125,000 tonnes reported by the FAO for 2020. The country
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sees large potential for a boost in production for the domestic market as well as exports. This should be
achieved by new varieties that are early-maturing and drought and disease-resistant. Pigeon peas are
consumed in traditional dishes like pigeon peas in coconut milk (Mbaazi Wa Nazi).

The European Union has provided financial support to a 2021 pigeon pea extension manual (PDF) published by
the Kenya Agricultural and Livestock Research Organization. The focus lies on new technologies for dryland
farming and alternative disease and pest management methods.

Exports have heavily fluctuated in the last five years, with highs of up to 50,000 tonnes and a low of 850 tonnes.
The key destination in years with high exports is Trinidad and Tobago. In Europe, Belgium received regular
supplies between 100 and 500 tonnes.

Peru: small producer

It is unclear how many pigeon peas are currently produced in Peru. Since the country is not included in the FAO
statistics, production is probably relatively low and informal. The Ministry of Agriculture recently supported a
production programme in the Lambayeque region. The aim is to make pigeon peas more available to the local
population. Peruvian company Andes Alimentos reports on its sourcing of organic pigeon peas from the
Cajamarca and La Libertad regions.

According to trade statistics, Peru exports around 2,000 tonnes per year, with imports staying somewhat lower.
In 2021, imports from Ecuador totalled 1,200 tonnes while exports reached 1,500 tonnes.

Tip:
Identify the best logistical route for your supply. If your company faces higher costs due to distance
from production sites or export hubs, you will have to compensate in another way such as product
price or high quality to be competitive.

Which companies are you competing with?

ETG World is one internationally operating trader that plays a role across several African production countries.
The Netherlands-based company helps small-scale farmers reach international markets. It has a presence in
Malawi and Tanzania for the sourcing of pigeon peas.

Below are other local companies in developing countries that supply the European market.

Suppliers from Malawi

As the largest exporter to the European market in recent years, Malawi caters mostly to the UK. Exports to other
European countries are very small and irregular. Companies include HMS Food and Grains, exporting split
pigeon peas to countries like the UK, USA and India, and Rab Processors, exporting pigeon peas (split and
whole).

Suppliers from India

India only exports small volumes of the total available pigeon peas from production and imports, but still
accounts for a considerable share of European imports. These are split between a large number of Indian
exporters.

https://www.kenyanews.go.ke/new-varieties-of-pigeon-peas-to-boost-production/
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Nature Bio Foods (NBF) is an important Indian exporter of organic pulses, including pigeon peas, as well as other
dried pulses. It offers whole, split and de-husked varieties. It provides detailed product specifications including
product characteristics, physical parameters and food safety information. On its website, NBF lists the various
organic, food safety and social certifications for India, the Netherlands and the USA. NBF has its own subsidiaries
in the Netherlands and the USA to better serve the local markets. The Kogta Group is another important supplier
of split/non-split pigeon peas and other pulses. The company lists its various awards and recognitions on its
website and stresses the quality of its production process. Similarly, pulse exporter Nima Enterprises provides
information about its certifications and its processing and manufacturing setup on its website.

Other exporters from India include Shri Lakshmi Agro Foods with its brand Udhaiyam, Jayaco, M.K. International
and Agronic Food.

Suppliers from Tanzania

R.V. Exports is engaged in the export of agricultural commodities from Tanzania, which include pigeon peas.
Afrisian Ginning Ltd (AGL) is also involved in the export of pigeon peas from Tanzania. Both companies offer
basic information about the products on their websites.

Suppliers from Myanmar

Paing Family International Co. is a diversified exporter of agricultural products, including pigeon peas, to
European markets. Arkar Oo Co. is a HACCP-certified exporter of pulses, including pigeon peas, to the UK. It
stresses the high quality of its products and its advanced processing capabilities. Other suppliers of pulses
include Thwin International, Golden Key Co. and Shwe Thit Oo Co.

Suppliers from Kenya

Among exporters from Kenya is SUBA General Exports, a private company that specialises in the export of a
wide variety of goods from Kenya to Europe, including pigeon peas. Greenfoods Agri is a global agri-business
focussed on local and international markets for the trade of pulses and beans from East Africa.

Suppliers from Peru

Andes Alimentos is an important Peruvian supplier of dry pigeon peas that works closely with their producers to
manage their fields with organic methods. On its website, the company presents its certifications and the
network it has established through participation in fairs. Agro Fergi is another Peruvian exporter that
emphasises its certifications, including EU Organic and BRC Certification. XPODEKA is an exporter that
guarantees traceability of its products along with high food safety and quality standards. Other suppliers of
pigeon peas include Copesba, Aplex Peru and Integral export.

Tips:
Make sure that you have an updated and informative company website where you provide details
about the quality and availability of your product. Consider listing it on producer platforms to increase
its reach.

Visit the websites of your competitors to see how they present their products and how you can
compete. You can find more company websites via services like Europages.

Which products are you competing with?
To enter the European market for pigeon peas, fulfilling European food safety requirements and ensuring
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regular and reliable supplies of a high-quality product are important preconditions. The market for ethnic foods
is quite established but has low growth rates. However, alternatives for Indian dishes exist, for example in the
form of split yellow peas or lentils. To enter this market, a direct link with importers and wholesalers catering to
this segment may be the most promising approach. Knowing the specific requirements, preferred varieties and
other criteria for this specific market is an important advantage in finding an entry point.

The European mainstream consumer market for pigeon peas is by comparison very immature. Few consumers
will have heard of pigeon peas, their characteristics and uses. There are various traditionally consumed and
better-known pulses that compete for attention among European consumers, such as different varieties of
beans, lentils and peas. Moreover, dried pulses increasingly compete with pre-cooked products that are offered
for more convenience. However, the observed trend towards healthier, plant-based diets also offers
opportunities for little-known pulses like pigeon peas, especially if they are available at competitive prices.
Organic certification could be another important selling point as this market tends to offer more variety in
pulses.

Tips:
Aim for high-quality standards (moisture content, share of broken grains, etc.) for your product. This is
especially important when trying to find a niche for a little-known product.

Consider organic certification if your situation and location allow it. Keep in mind that implementing
organic production and becoming certified can be expensive and take time.

Learn more about organic certification in the CBI study on buyer requirements for grains and pulses in
Europe, and find a full overview of organic farming on the EU webpage Organics at a glance.

4. What are the prices for dried pigeon peas?
Prices for pulses like dried pigeon peas are influenced by various factors, including product quality and
compliance with food safety requirements, as well as production and certification standards. Price fluctuations
depend on varying supplies and the overall volatility of commodity markets. Prices are influenced by supply-
and-demand in India as the major global market for pigeon peas. Lower Indian demand, like during recent years
with high domestic production, can cause steep price drops in other producer countries. Given the current
drastically rising energy and transport costs, origin also plays an increasingly important role in buying decisions.

Looking at the UK as the key European market, average import prices in the last five years varied between
US$717 and US$1,187 per tonne between 2017 and 2021 (see Figure 8). During the COVID-19 pandemic,
demand for pulses increased and the overall price level went up. Meanwhile, container freight rates spiked. On
common trade lanes from Asia to Europe, the price for shipping a standard container increased more than
sixfold since 2019. Increasing energy costs also affect the prices of processed products.

European retail prices for dried pigeon peas vary between €3.20 and €4.20 per kg. Retailers achieve the highest
margins in the chain (Figure 9).

Tip:
Create a free account on Tridge.com to obtain basic pigeon pea market information. The paid service
includes more detailed pricing and market intelligence insights. You can also find regular updates on
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the market for pulses on Mundus Agri.

Profundo carried out this study on behalf of CBI.

Please review our market information disclaimer.
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